
LOCAL LAW 4 OF 2025 OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
KTNGSTON, NEW YORK, AMENDTNG CHAPTER 405 - ZONTNG -THE
KINGSTON FORM.BASED CODE

Sponsored By: Laws & Rules Committee: Alderman:
Hirsch, Scott-Childress, Pasti, Mickens,
Dennison

WHEREAS, under Resolution 138 of 2023, the City of Kingston Common

Council adopted a form-based zoning code to describe the desired form and

character for future improvements and preservation throughout the City called

Kingston Forward; and

WHEREAS, also under Resolution 138 of 2023, the City of Kingston

Common Council directed the creation of aZoning Working Group to ensure the

zoningcode is meeting its intent and purpose and that it aligns with the City's

Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the ZoningWorking Group has submitted to the Common

Council proposed amendments; and

WHEREAS, under Resolution 54 of 2025,the City of Kingston Common

Council referred the proposed amendments to the City of Kingston Planning Board, the

Historic Landmark Preservation Commission and the Ulster County Planning Board; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kingston Common Council held a Public Hearing on the

proposed amendments on May 5,2025 and has received letters of support and/or no

impact on the amendments from the City of Kingston Planning Board, the Historic
Landmarks Preservation Commission, and the Ulster County Planning Board; and

WHEREAS, the requested amendments do not significantly impact the location,

intensity, or form of development that takes place in the City of Kingston and are found

to be consistent and not exceeding the thresholds set in the DGEIS and FGEIS adopted

for the form-based code on March 7,2023 and July 1I,2023 respectively.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

KINGSTON, NEW YORK AS FOLLOWS:

SE ON l. The purpose of this Local Law is to amend Chapter 405 -Zontng
- the Kingston Form-Based Code to read as attached hereto.

SECTION 2. If any provisions of this local law are held to be

unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the

remaining provisions of the local law shall remain in effect.



SECTION 3 This local law shall take effect upon filing with the Secretary of
State

Submitted to the Mayor this _ day of Approved by the Mayor this 

- 

day of
2025 2025

Elisa Tinti, City Clerk Steven T. Noble, Mayor

Adopted by Council on 2025
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THE CITY OF KINGSTON COMMON COUNCIL

LAWS & RULES
COMMITTEE REPORT

DEPARTMENT: HOUSING INITIATIVES DATE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDTNG CHAPTER 405 THE KINGSTON FORM'BASED
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CITY OF KINGSTON
Office of Flousing Initiatives

llartck .S tarodat, I)ircctor Stcvcn'f. Noblc, Mayor

May I,2025

Ald. At Large Andrea Shaut, President

City of Kingston Common Council
City Hall- 420 BroadwaY

Kingston, NY 12401

Re: Edits to the City's Form-Based Zoning Code

Dear President Shaut,

As communicated in February the ZoningWorking Group has recommended to the Common Council

amendments to the form-based code. These edits are intended to exclusively fix inconsistencies in the

version adopted in2023,better organize existing information, and amend aspects of the code that were

understudied during the drafting process.

Ma Resoluti on 54 of 2025, the Common Council referred these amendments to the City of Kingston

planning Board, the Historic Landmarks Preservation Commission, and the Ulster County Planning

Board. All thr"" agencies concurred with the edits. The Planning Board had one suggestion on the

placement of accessory strucfures I'd like to review with the Committee.

Otherwise, on behalf of the ZoningWorking Group and pending completion of a public hearing, I am

asking the Common Council to adopt these amendments'

Regards,

Bartek Starodaj, Director of Housing Initiatives

Cc Steve T. Noble, Mayor
E. Tinti, City Clerk
S. Cahill, Planning Director
B. Graves-Poller, Corporation Counsel



City of Kingston Zoning Working Group

Amendment Suggestion 1 ot 2025

Add New Section 405.21 Q Recreation Fee

A. 1 . ln any devetopment {inctuding new buitdings, substantiat rehabititation of existing

structures, adaptive reuse of conversion of a nonresidentiat use to a residentiaI use, or any

combination of these elements) that inctudes seven or more overalt rentat or

homeownership housing units, as a condition to the approval of the site ptan, a recreation

fee payment to the City of Kingston of a sum of money in an amount to be determined and

set annuatly, by resotution of the Common Councit, as part of the City's fee schedule Fees

imposed pursuant to this articte shatt be paid prior to finat site ptan approval and shatt be

set aside in a fund to be used exctusivety for park, ptayground or other recreational

purposes, inctuding acquisition of property for use as park or ptaygrounds.

Edit 405.19 Affordabte Housing lncentives C 3(b.) to say:
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Any permanentty affordabte housing unit created in comptiance with 405.19 shatt be excluded from

recreation fee catcutations under 405.21 Q. For exampte, if a ten-unit residentlal project includes

one affordabte unit, that unit shatt be exctuded from recreation fee calculations.

Retated Action: Repeat Chapter 347 Site Ptan Review - Reservation of Parkland; Fees in Lieu of

Reservation
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City of Kingston ZoningWorking Group

Amendment 2 of 2O25 - Organizational

Add to 405.17 Signage Standards

[Iabte that summarizes signage types and transect attowances. As needed, make appropriate updates to Articte 3 Transect Standards]
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Add to 405.5.8. Transect District Dimensional Standards Summary

lAdd section for Accessory $etbacks (rear, side)l
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Gity of Klngston ZoningWorking Group

Amendment Suggestion 3 of 2025

Edit Section 405.16 G d Off-street Parking Standards

Ag.t



City of Kingston ZoningWorking Group

Amendment SugEestion 4 ol2O24

Edit Section 405.6-405.9 Transect Standards

ADDto 405.2 Definitions: CONTEXTUAL FIRST-FLOOR HEIGHT

Measured as the smaitest existing first ftoor height of buitdings that are on adjacent [ots, that are

oriented to the same street as, and within 100'of the subject [ot.
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City of Kingston Zoning Working Group

Amendment Suggestion 5 of 2025

Edlt Definition ol Bed & Sreakfast

Afljtwner:occupiad residentiat estabtishment where not more than five rooms are rented to

transient nonpermanent guests, on a short-term basis, stafu owner-operator on the premises to

check-in guests and avaitabte for support services. At teast one prepared meat is made avaitabte to

guests. See Sec 405.21.D.



City of Kingston Zoning Working Group

Amendment Sugg€stion 6 of 2025

Edlt Sec 405.21.C. Home Occupatlon

No more than 2o15olo of the ftoor area of the principat buitding, and no more than 500 square feet of

ftoor area of an accessory building, shatt be devoted to the activity.



City of Kingston Zoning Working Group

Amendment Suggestion 7 ol 2O25

Edit Sec 405.17 E Pedestrian-Oriented Sign Standards

1. Materials. Att permanent, on-premises signs ma?be'nlay be constructed of a rigid'

weatherable materiat such as wood (painted or natural); metal (copper, brass,

atuminum, gatvanized steet); painted / engraved directty on fagade surface; gtass;

11s,on: or hard ptastic. Canvas may be used for awning materiat' Vinyt may be used for

windows signs.

{.As naederl, up{ra.t-e Articte 3 Transect :,jiandsrul$ trr Raf lect f;d-i-t l){Ade.;

b. Hanging Signs

1--$gnt *nt6f it$ *tfi bttzed-srrirs n*it'':.*tuttg.

Edit Section 4A17 J. Temporary signs

The erection, instaltatiOn or maintenance of temporary signs, as defined herein, is hereby

prohibited, except for the following:

1. Atemporarysign,notexceedingl5squarefeetinarea,whichiserectedbyamunicipat'
charitabte, po(iticat or nonprofit organization is permitted for a period not to exceed 30 days'

2. A singte temporary sign, not exceeding 32 square feet in area, which announces anticipated

occupancy of a site or buil,ding or identifies the contractors, architects, engineers' etc., on a

WindowSigns

of window area(max) Description. A sign intended to be painted on, apptied to, or

displ,ayed in, a storefront window or door area'

€nsTlllo window signs i-rare,permitted per shopfront

window.

A maximum of twenty-five percent (25o/ol of a window can

be used for window signs.

1

2.

3.

2t per windowuantity



buitding under construction, shatt be permitted untit a buitding is completed and a

certificate of occupancy is issued.

3. Banners for spaciat announcements, such as grand openings for businesses, with a timit of

30 days may be ptaced on the exterior of any buil.ding. Atl banners must be dated. Alt other

temporary signs made of cardboard, paper, canvas or similar impermanent materials may

not be ptaced on the exterior of any buitding.
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