
CITY OF KINGSTON
Office of Environmental Education and Sus

climatc smart@kingston-ny. gov

Julic L. Noble, Coordinator Steven T. Noble, Mayor

May 7,2025

Honorable Andrea Shaut

Preside nt/Alde rma n-at-La rge

Kingston Common Council

420 Broadway
Kingston, NY 12401

Re: Kingston Point Beach NYSWIMS SEQR

Dear President Shaut,

I would like to request the following for placement on the Laws and Rules Committee agenda for May'

The City has received funding from DASNY's NYSWIMS Grant to implement a design of multi-tiered raised terraces to

connect upland areas on either side of the existing beach to provide flood mitigation and protect the interior of Kingston

point against sea level rise. The primary objective of the project is to promote resiliency through the protection and

management of natural resources and sensitive ecosystems while protecting and reinforcing the shorelines.

At this time, my office, with Corporation Counsel, is reviewing 6 NYCRR 617 to identify the appropriate SEQR action level

and are drafting up the Short Environmental Assessment Forms. We will have these forms to you in advance of the May

21't Laws and Rules meeting for your consideration.

lf there are any questions, I will be present at the May Laws and Rules meeting to speak to this request. Thank you for

your consideration.

Sincerely,

L. Noble
ject Manager

46T Ilroaclway.Kingston, NcwYork 12401 .(U45) 481-7339'!-ar (845) 331-1175'wr,r'w.kingston-ny.gov/ sustainability





CITY OF KINGSTON
Office of Flousing Initiatives

llartek Starodaj, l)irector Stevcn T. Noble, Mayor

May 1,2025

Ald. At Large Andrea Shaut, President
City of Kingston Common Council
City Hall - 420 Broadway
Kingston, NY 12401

Re: Edits to the City's Form-Based Zoning Code

Dear President Shaut,

As communicated in February the ZoningWorking Group has recommended to the Common Council

amendments to the form-based code. These edits are intended to exclusively fix inconsistencies in the

version adopted in2023, better organize existing information, and amend aspects of the code that were

understudied during the drafting process.

Via Resoluti on 54 of 2025, the Common Council referred these amendments to the City of Kingston

Planning Board, the Historic Landmarks Preservation Commission, and the Ulster County Planning

Board. All three agencies concurred with the edits. The Planning Board had one suggestion on the

placement of accessory structures I'd like to review with the Committee'

Otherwise, on behalf of Ihe ZoningWorking Group and pending completion of a public hearing, I am

asking the Common Council to adopt these amendments.

Regards,

tr_at\ra
Cc:

Bartek Starodaj, Director of Housing Initiatives

Steve T. Noble, Mayor
E. Tinti, City Clerk
S. Cahill, Planning Director
B. Graves-Poller, Corporation Counsel





RESOLUTION X of 2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 405 THE KINGSTON FORM.
BASED ZONING CODE

Sponsored by: Laws & Rules Committee: Hirsch, Scott-Childress, Pasti,

Edwards, Dennison

WHEREAS, under Resolution 138 of 2023, the City of Kingston Common

Council adopted a form-based zoning code, to describe the desired form and

character for future improvements and preservation throughout the City called

Kingston Forward; and

WHEREAS, also under Resolution 138 of 2023, the City of Kingston Common

Council directed the creation of a ZoningWorking Group to ensure the zoning

code is meeting its intent and purpose and that it aligns with the City's
comprehensive plan; and

WHEREAS, the Zoning Working Group has submitted to the Common Council
proposed amendments; and

WHEREAS, under Resolution54 of 2025,the City of Kingston Common Council
referred the proposed amendments to the City of Kingston Planning Board, the

Historic Landmarks Preservation Commission, and the Ulster County Planning

Board; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kingston Common Council held a public hearing on the

proposed amendments on May 5, 2025 and has received letters of support andlor

no impact on the amendments from the City of Kingston Planning Board, the

Historic Landmarks Preservation Commission, and the Ulster County Planning

Board; and

WHEREAS, the requested amendments do not significantly impact the location,

intensity, or form of development that takes place in the City of Kingston and are

found to be consistent and not exceeding the thresholds set in the DGEIS and

FGEIS adopted for the form-based code on March 7 , 2023 and July 11,2023,

respectively.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED By THE COMMON COUNCIL
oF THE CrTy OF KINGSTON, NEW YORK, AS FOLLOWS:

sEcrIoN 1: That the Kingston common council adopts edits to the
Kingston Forward Form-Based Code in Chapter 405 as affrxed.

SECTION 2z That all ordinances and parts thereof inconsistent herewith are
herby appealed.

SECTION 3. That this resolution shall take effect immediately after passage,
approval and publication as provided by law.

Submitted to the Mayor this _ day

of 2025

Elisa Tinti, City Clerk

Adopted by Council on

Approved by the Mayor this _ day

of 2025

Steven T. Noble, Mayor

202s





City of Kingston ZoningWorking Group

Amendment Suggestion 1 ol2O25

Add New Section 405.21Q Recreation Fee

A. 1 . ln any devetopment (inctuding new buitdings, substantiat rehabititation of existing
structures, adaptive reuse of conversion of a nonresidentiat use to a residentiaI use, or any
combination of these etements) that inctudes seven or more overatt rental or
homeownership housing units, as a condition to the approval of the site plan, a recreation
fee payment to the City of Kingston of a sum of money in an amount to be determined and
set annualty, by resotution of the Common Counci[, as part of the City's fee schedute Fees
imposed pursuant to this articte shatt be paid prior to finat site ptan approval and shatt be
set aside in a fund to be used exctusivety for park, ptayground or other recreationaI
purposes, incl.uding acquisition of property for use as park or ptaygrounds.

Edit 405.19 Affordabte Housing lncentives C 3(b.) to say:

+eSr+S#@

Any permanentty affordabte housing unit created in compliance with 405.19 shatt be exctuded from
recreation fee catculations under 405.21Q. For exampte, if a ten-unit residentiaI project includes
one affordabte unit, that unit shatL be exctuded from recreation fee catculations.

Retated Action: Repeal Chapter 347 Site Plan Review- Reservation of Parktand; Fees in Lieu of
Reservation

ings;

purposes:



l(ingston in srder to assistin the formutation of tlrefindings as refereneed in Subseetions A and B

tu
ffi
The ownership of a reservations for park purposes shatlbe etearty indieated on the site ptan or

ion:

Where the Ptannirrg Board makes a f inding tlmt the proposed subdivision or site ptan ptesents a

proper ease for req
purposee ; but that a suitabte park or parks of adequate size eannot be property loeated on sueFrsite

and set annuatty; by resotution of tlre Gommott Gounei[: Fees in tposed pursuantto this artiete shatt

exetusivetyfor park; ptayground or other reereationat purposes; inetuditE aequisition of propertyfor

ffi
ffi

for att eonsuttant serviees; inetuding but not timited to engineering; ptanninE and teBat; as wett
ion;

&

The Ptanning Board; in eonsuttation with the apptieant; shatt eompute the amount of the eserow to

to the Gity's review of the apptieation: lt is understood that the apptieant is requiled onty to

reimburse and pay to the Gity of l(ingstorr the fees aetuatty expended by the Gity: Any sueh fees

ine urred by the Gity of l(ingston must be reasonabte and subjeet to att appropriate audit provisions

+nfserv+ee,s;

mA#'ffitif
This artiete slratt appty to att eurrent arrd future apptieations for site ptan or subdivision approvat

ffi



Gity of Kingston Zoning Working Group

Amendment 2 ol 2O25 - Organizational

Add to 405.17 Signage Standards

[Tabte that summarizes signage types and transect allowances. As needed, make appropriate updates to Article 3 Transect Standards]
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Add to 405.5.8. Transect District DimensionaI Standards Summary

[Add section forAccessory setbacks (rear, side)]
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City of Kingston Zoning Working Group

Amendment Suggestion 3 of 2025

Edit Section 405.16 G d Off-Street Parking Standards

a-.-Accessibitity. Att vehicte parking tots and parking structures must conform with the ADA

Standards for Accessibte Design as mandated by the federaI Americans with Disabitities Act

{aOat , and shoutd conform to the Pubtic

Right-of-WayAccessibitityGuidetines(PRoWAG).
provided for att devetopment with 4 or more units: lf no on-site parkinE area is provided;

required aeeessibte parking may be toeated nearby on-street or in a eommon parkinB tot; as



City of Kingston Zoning Working Group

Amendment Suggestion 4 of 2024

Edit Section 405.6-405.9 Transect Standards

ADD to 405.2 Definitions: CONTEXTUAL FIRST-FLOOR HEtcHT

Measured as the smattest existing first ftoor height of buitdings that are on adjacent [ots, that are
oriented to the same street as, and within 100'of the subject tot.

T5MS T5Ftex T5N T4MS T4N.O T4N
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Height
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mid-btock
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min
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min

14'min

Historic districts
14'corner min,
mid-btock
contextuaI min

9'min 9'min



City of Kingston ZoningWorking Group

Amendment Suggestion 5 of 2025

Edit Definition of Bed & Breakfast

An_owncr-oeeupled residentiat estabtishment where not more than five rooms are rented to

transient nonpermanent guests, on a short-term basis, s#*or owner-operator on the premises to

check-in guests and avaitabte for support services. At teast one prepared meal is made availabte to
guests. See Sec 405.21.D.



City of Kingston ZoningWorking Group

Amendment Suggestion 6 of 2025

Edit Sec 405.21.C. Home Occupation

No more than 2Ol5% of the floor area of the principal buitding, and no more than 500 square feet of
floor area of an accessory buitding, shatl be devoted to the activity.



City of Kingston ZoningWorking Group

Amendment SuggestionT of 2O25

Edit Sec 405.17 E Pedestrian-Oriented Sign Standards

1. Materiats. Atl permanent, on-premises signsmaybamay,be constructed of a rigid'

weatherabte materiaI such as wood (painted or natural); metal (copper, brass,

aluminum, galvanized steet); painted / engraved directty on fagade surface; glass;

neon; or hard ptastic. Canvas may be used for awning material. Vinyt may be used for
windows signs.

[As needed, update Articte 3 Transect Standards to Reftect Edit Madel

b. HangingSigns

1--

Edit Section 4017 l. Temporary signs

The erection, instattation or maintenance of temporary signs, as def ined herein, is hereby

prohibited, except for the fottowing:

1 . A temporary sign, not exceeding 1 5 square feet in area, which is erected by a municipat,

charitabte, potiticat or nonprofit organization is permitted for a period not to exceed 30 days.

2. A singl,e temporary sign, not exceeding 32 square feet in area, which announces anticipated

occupancy of a site or buitding or identifies the contractors, architects, engineers, etc., on a

Area (max)
lzsvo 

otwindow area 1. Description. A sign intended to be painted on, applied to, or
displayed in, a storefront window or door area.

2. Onslyvqwindow signs irarapermitted per shopfront
window.

3. A maximum of twenty-five percent (25o/ol of a window can

be used for window signs.

2* perwindowuantity

i', /i/iri rr 'r,,1',' .ll 1 t



buitding under construction, shalt be permitted untit a buitding is compteted and a
certificate of occupancy is issued.

3. Banners for speciaI announcements, such as grand openings for businesses, with a timit of
30 days may be ptaced on the exterior of any buitding. Att banners must be dated. Att other
temporary signs made of cardboard, paper, canvas or simitar impermanent materiats may
not be ptaced on the exterior of any buitding.

+.4. femporarywinOo
to 100% of the window area, provided that site ptan approvat has been granted, as
aPPticabte. and that the buitding safety officer or their designee has granted the buitding a
buitding permit that remains active.



THE CITY OF KINGSTON COMMON COUNCIL

LAWS & RULES
COMMITTEE REPORT

DEPARTMENT: HOUSING INITIATIVES DATE:

Description

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 405 THE KINGSTON FORM.BASED
ZONING CODE

Signature

Motion

Seconded by
Committee Vote YES NO

Michele Hirsch, Chairman, Ward 9

Reynolds Scott Childress, Ward 3

Sara Pasti, Ward I

Teryl Mickens, Ward 2

Robert Dennison, Ward 6

Action Required:

Negative Declaration of Environmental Significance: 

-Conditioned Negative Declaration:

Seek Lead Agency Status:

SEQRA Decision
Type I Action
Type II Action
Unlisted Action

Positive Declaration of Environmental Significance: 

-





CITY OF KINGSTON
Office of the Mayor

mayo r@kingston-ny. gov

Stevcn'f. Noble
Mayor

May 1"t,2025

Honorable Andrea Shaut

Presi dent/Al derman-at-Large
Kingston Common Council
420 Broadway Kingston, NY 12401

Re: Schwenk Drive Designation

Dear President Shaut,

I am reaching out with a request to review a recommendation to change the transect designation for parcels along

Schwenk Drive.

As you are aware, Schwenk Drive is a four-lane suburban-style roadway with buildings on either side that are inconsistent

with many of the guidelines that are now prescribed under the form-based zoning. At the same time, due to the street's

location within the Stockade Business District, the area has elements that clearly accommodate new residential and

commercial growth.

All parcels with frontages along Schwenk Drive currently have the T5 Neighborhood designation. However, I believe this

area can and should be an extension of the Uptown Business District, becoming a walkable and vibrant urban main street

that provides commercial uses and medium-to-high density building types. Therefore, I would like to propose that the

transect of this area be changed to T5 Main Street.

Now is the time to make this change for two reasons:

1) Reconfiguration of Schwenk Drive into a walkable and safe complete street was one of the projects proposed

under the Stockade Business District's DRI funding. While this project was ultimately not selected for funding, I

believe changing the transect of this area would help the City to raise the necessary funds and make the business

case to complete this important project.

2) There are currently at least three properties for sale on Schwenk Drive: I 1 1, 130, and 142. Collectively, this

represents a tremendous opportunity to reshape the built environment on this corridor.

Changing the designation would allow for buildings with larger footprints and smaller setbacks from the street, and

encourage commercial frontages.

The list of properties that could be included in this change are Rear Frog Alley (owned by Central Hudson as a

substation), 85 Schwenk, 95 Schwenk, 129 Schwenk, 1 1 1 Schwenk, 130 Schwenk, and 142 Schwenk.

Sincerely,

Steven T. Noble
Mayor

Ciq, Hall' 420 Broadway . Kingston, New York 12401 .(845)334-3902 ' F-zx (845) 334-3904 'wvw.kingston-ny.gov





CITY OF KINGSTON
Office of the Mayor

mayor@kings ton-uy. gov

"fr

Steven'l'. Noble
Mayor

May 1st,2025

Honorable Andrea Shaut

President/Alderman-at- Large
Kingston Common Council
420 Broadway Kingston, NY 12401

Re: Bench Naming Policy

Dear President Shaut,

1n2007, the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Common Council agreed on a park re-naming policy, as well as

memoriam items such as park benches, trees, and plaques.

The Director of Parks and Recreation has received numerous requests for benches and trees from individuals looking to

donate in memoriam or in honor of someone. After speaking with the commission, we believe that it is time to update this

policy to allow for the Parks and Recreation Department to allow individuals to sponsor benches, trees and other small

park amenities for lost loved ones or Kingston residents who have made a positive impact on our community. By

removing these items from the re-naming policy, it will allow for a sponsorship program to be created and cut down on

the time it takes for an applicant to receive approval to donate a bench, tree or other small park amenity.

Sincerely,

Steven T. Noble
Mayor

Ciry Hall. 420 lJroadway ' Kingston, New York 12401 .(845)334-3902 ' F'ax (845) 334-3904 'www.kingston-ny.gov





ResolutionzoO of2007

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KINGSTON1NE1V

YORK, AUTHORIZING THE RE.NAMING OF CITY PARKS OR AREAS, AS WELL

AS MEMORIAM ITEMS SUCH AS PARK BENCHES, TREES AND PLAQUES

Sponsored By: Laws & Rules commifiee: Alderman DiBella, Madsen, cahill

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation commission has produced a policy which

addresses the re-naming of Cityparks or area, as well as memoriam items such as pask

benches, trees andPlaques; and

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation commission is seeking approval of such

policy;and

Submitted to the Mayor U, )fuauy A

WIIEREAS, it is in the best interests of the City to approve the policy of the Parks

and Recreation Commission; and

WIIEREAS, the action is categorized under 6 NYCRR, Paft 617.5 (c) (20) as Type

It

NOW TTTEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF KINGSTON, NEW YORK AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION-I. That the Common Council hereby approves the policy of the Parks

and Recreation Commission as presented addressing the issue of re-naming City parks or

areas, as well as memoriam items such as park benches, trees and plaques.

SECTION-2, That a negative declaration of environmental significance is not

needed pursuant to 6 NYCRR, Part 617.5 (c) (20), Type II^

SECTION-3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

Novernber- ,2007

Adopted by Council on

Approved by Mayor this / 7 day of
2007

Sottile,J

Rce 209 2007 Approvc polioy ro name park

Noveuber l-4 2007



Poticy forMonuments, Memorials and Plaques For Public spaces

Includtng Parks and Butldtngs under the Jurisdlctlon of the

Citl"of Klngston Psrkx and Recreation Comnission

Whereas, the Parks and Recreation Commission hereinafter ('Commission") finds

it necessary to enact a policy with respect to those situations where a requests are !9ing *:S
with respect to the re-naming of monuments, memorials, plaques, paf,ks, and buildings which

fall under the conhol of the Commission; and

Whereas, the Commission has researched this issue and wishes to formulate a

polioy which is in the bist interests of the citizens of the City of Kingston and recognizing that

Ly applications which lequests name changes of these items hereinbefore mentioned are a

r"tioor matter and one tha:t should be undertaken after serious deliberation before the

Commission can decide to agree to any such request.

Now, therefore, it iq hereby agreed as follows:

1. The proposed person, event or organization which is being memorialized or

honored should be deemed significant enough to merit such an honor.

2. For the purpose of re-naming monuments, memorials, plaques, parks, and

buildings for an individual said person should have been deceased for at least one'year and

should have mado important and meaningful contributions to the item which is sought to be
named or re-named. With respect to an organization likewise said organization must have
provided an important and meaningful contibution to the City of Kingston and the Parks and
Recreation in the City.

3. Any merrorial proposed to be created or to be re'named must represent
broad community interests and values and must be supported by the community or the family
mbmbers the memorial honors. In addition, it should have significant importance to fufure
generations in the City of Kingston.

4. Any location being considered for a memorial must be in the opinion of the
Commission a suitable location considering the area in which it will be located within said park
or location.

5. The me,morial must be designed by an individual who has considerable
experience in designing the same so that it is aestheticallypleasing and consistent with the pre-
existing park, building, etc.

6. Any name change to be considered will be reserved for persons or
organizations who through example and substantial effort has made a lasting and important
contribution to the item sought to be naned or re-named. In connection with any such



applioation writton and verifiable background information must be provided by the applicent '

regading ttreir proposed honorees. \[/ritt* p*t itsion fiom famiiy members must be provided

*[i.n priuiA.u ptooi*rui the family is in accord with any such application'

7, The ptoposal must be written and the applicant must utilize the application

provided by trre commilri"n if*v, *a *uri artm trre aiplicatton as requested. The proposal

shall fi[ttrer outlin€ in detail the spccific p,ttpott *1 rttp!related to ttre proposal' It shall

further provido detaii;..1" G a,iti$, ofidmu,norial including design, concept' size' wor(ing'

skatches ormodels and a long term maintenance plan'

8. The written proposal must aiso include the proposed costs related to the

design, manufactuing, insulation, titt preparation and all other relevant concetns'

g. The applioant must submit a p]an_which. outliues how the rnemorial or plaque,

etc. shall be fi'rded;; *j1i ; any other requested information related to the matter'

10. Following the review of the completed applicalion, the commission shall

make a recommendation in writing to the M& setting fortri wtre$er any such application is

either accepted or O*iJ. tUu Cornmission shall nave m authority to require *rat all

appticants i*ppty such additional inforrnation as from time to time may be nccessary to act on

any such application." kttpii;it is the right of th9 Commission to make suggestions to the

uppti.*t *i*, ,rrp*t to airy proposal wlich in the opinion of the Commission would be more

suitable.

11. The Commission or the Mayor may require a public hearing to assist in
determining of the application is appropriate and consistent with the best interests of the City of
Kingston.

12. No park or facility cunently named after an individual may be changed.

13. The Commission agrees that if they intend to amend this policy in any

significant way they are obligated to make application to the Common Council of the City of
Kingston.

14. It is rurderstood that it shall be necessary for Common Corurcil to approve

any application made in accordance with this policy,

Respectfully Submitted

Parks and Recreation Commission
City of Kingston
November 14,2007





Resolution to Save Neighborhood Social Security Offices, Medicare and Medicaid

Whereas, neighborhood Social Security offices and employees have faithfully served the public

in communities across the country since 1935, providing the strongest protection for millions of

americans against falling into povefi,

Whereas local Social Security offices, staffed with trained civil servants across the nation

provides service to millions of Americans each year, in person and by telephone,

Whereas 67 million Americans receive Social Security Benefits, including 9.7 million recipients

of Social Security are veterans who have faithfully served this country

Whereas millions of veterans and their families depend on their monthly checks from Social

Security for housing and food,

Whereas older adults are the fastest growing population of homelessness, including thousands

of veterans and families,

\y'Vhereas staffing at the Social Security Administration has fallen to a 50 year low while

workloads have increased, with more than 11,000 Americans reaching retirement age each day,

Whereas the current Administration has announced a plan to cut staff dramatically to take

federal tax dollars from our communities and transfer those dollars to billionaires by reducing

their taxes,

Whereas cutting costs leads to closing neighborhood Social Security ofiices, dozens have

already been announced, leaving dedicated public servants without a job and constituents with

nowhere to turn to,

Whereas millions of American depend on nearby offices for filing for beneflts, resolving

problems with payments, work records, generating SSN's, providing replacement SSN cards,

income and award letters and applications for retirement, disability and SSl,

\ffhereas more than 79 million Americans receive Medicaid and the proposed House budget

resolution in 2025 plans steep cuts to provide tax breaks for oligarchs and billionaires,

Whereas Medicare serves more than 68 million Americans and is targeted for cuts by the

current Administration, to cut taxes on the richest among us,

NOWTHEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF

THE CIry OF KINGSTON, NEWYORK AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. That the City of Kingston Common Council commits to opposing the closure of

local Social Security offices, and staffing cuts.



SECTION 2. That this body supports robust staffing and local office facilities to serve the public
in a timely manner in this community and all communities across the state and nation.

SECTION 3. That this body will oppose state and federal cuts in Medicaid, Medicare and Social
Security benefits.

SECTION 4. The Kingston Common Council urges our federal representatives to demand the
reopening of a Social Security Office in the City of Kingston.

SECTION 5. that this body will support House Bills, introduced March 5,2025, "Keeping Our
field Offices Open Act" (HR 1876), "Protecting Americans Socialsecurity Data Act" (HR 1877)
and S. 770, "The Social Security Expansion Act" (HR 1700).

SECTION 6. That the City Clerk, Elisa Tinti, will send this resolution to
Congressman Patrick Ryan and Senators Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand.


