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R.trSOLUT'XON 54 CIF 2&25

RESOT-UTION GF'THE CO]MIMOF{ COUNCTL CIF T'&{E CXTV OF'KTNGSTON,
t{Ew vCIRK, RH,FER.RX}qG ARAENDA/{ENTS T"0 THE KIINGST&N FORWARD
FCIRM BASE,D CODE FOR. REVIEW T'O THE CITV OF'KINGST'ON
PLANNING BOARD, ULSTER. COUNTY PI-ANNING tsCIARI}, AND THE
HISTORIC T-ANDIWAR.KS PR.ESERVAT'ION COVIMISSIOI{ AND SETTNNG A
PUBI-NC HEARTNG

Sponsored Ey

Laws & Rules Comrnittee: Alderman Hirsch. Pasti,

Dennison, Mickeirs

WHEREAS, under Resolution 138 af 2A23, the City of Kingston Common Council
adopted a form-based zoning code, to describe the desired form and character for future

improvements and preservation throughout the City called Kingston Forward; and

WHEREAS, also under Resolution 138 of 2023, the City of Kingston Common Council
directed the creation of a Zoning Working Group to ensure the zoning code is meeting its
intent and purpose and that it aligns with the City's comprehensive plan; and

WHEREAS, the Zaning Working Group has submitted to the Common Council
proposed amendrnents; and WFIER.EAS, $ 405.8 M of the Kingston City Code requires

zoning amendments to be referred to the Fianning Board, the Historic Landmarks

Freservation Commission ("}:[LPC"), and the Ulster County Planning Eoard and requires

the Laws & Rules Committee to set a public hearing prior to the final action of adoption

NOW, THE,REF'CIRE, EE IT RESOLVED EY TEfE CCIWfV{ON COUNCIT- OF
TF{E, CIT'V OF KIT{GSTCIN, l{EW YCIR.K, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION n. That the Kingston Common Council refers the affixed draft amendments to

the Flanning Eoard and asks the Flanning Board to provide a final report within 45 days

in accordance with $ 405.8 M.

SECTION 2. That the Kingston Common Council refers the draft amendments to the

F{LPC and asks the F{LPC to provide a final report within 30 days in accordance with $

405.8 N4"

SECTIOI\ 3. That the Kingston Common Council refers the draft Kingston Forward

form-based code to the County Planning Eoard and asks the Flanning tsoard to provide a

final report within 30 days in accordance with $ 405.8 M.

SECTION 4. That the Kingston Common Council sets a public hearing date and a public

comment period that shall be open for no less than thirty days.



SECTION 5" That this resolution shall take effeet immediately

2025

Adopted by Council on 2025

Submitted to the Mayor tni, p(auy of
.J

Approved by the Mayor this d day of

2025



T'F{E C{TV CIF'KXI.JGSTOIq CONf}\4ON COUNCNT.

T,,AWS & R.UX,ES

CGMA4NTTEE R,H,FORT'

DEPARTMENT: HOUSING INITIATIVES DATE

Descrigrfiore:

R.ESOLUT'TGN OF TE{E COMMON COUNC{T- CIF T'HE C{TV OF'' KTNGST'CIN,
NEW YOR.K, REFERRXTqG AV{EI{DVIENT'S TO T'}IE KTNGST'CN FOR"WARD
FOR.WI E,ASE,D CODts, FOR RE.VIEW TO T'HE CTTY OF KTNGSTON PLANN{NG
BOARD, UF,STER. COUNTV PLAI{N{I{G tsOAR.D, AND THE HIST'OR.IC
LANDN4AR{(A PRESERVAT'KON CCIVIh4ESSTGN AND SETTNqG A PUBT-NC

HEAR,ING SCHEBULts,

Si

Motion by
.<QJ/

Seconded by f f.4

Action Required:

SEQRA Decision:
Type I Action
Type II Action
Unlisted Action

Negative Declaration of Envirorulental Significance: _

Conditioned Negative Declaration:

Seek Lead Agency Status: _

Conrarmittee Vote YES NO

Michele

Refnolds Scott Childress, Ward 3

o fuir'tr f
- Sara ard 1

Mickens, Ward 2

l--/"

f, Robert DennKirn, Ward 6Positive Declaration of Environmental Sigrifi cance: _



,:ti'.,"

L,, t, '--

R-ESCT-{JTNC}.J af 2025

RESOS-UTION OF T'E{E CO1\4MON C&{]N{T\- AF TE{E CHT'V OF'

KTNGSTON, NEW VORK, REFERRTNG An/IENDVXEIqTS T0 T'H&
KINGST'ON FORWARB FORIVS BASED CODE FOR. R.EVIEW T@ T'F{E

CITV OF KINGSTON PI-ANNINIG EOARD, ULSTER COUNT'V
PLAIqNXNG BCARD, AND T'E{E H{ST'OR{C K,ANDVSARKS
PRE,SERVATNON COWIMTSSTON AND SET'T'TNG A FUEN-TC F{EAR.trNG
SCEIEDU}-E,

Sponsored by:

WFIEREAS, under R.esolution tr38 of 2023, the City of Kingston Cornmon
Council adopted a form-based zoning code, to describe the desired form and

charaeter for future improvements and preservation throughout the City called
Kingston Fonvard; and

WF{EREAS, also under Resolution 138 af 2A23, the City of Kingston Cornmon
Council directed the creation of a Zoning Working Group to ensure the zoning
code is meeting its intent and purpose and that it aligns with the City's
comprehensive plan; and

WF{EREAS, the Zonrng Working Group has submitteC to the Common Council
proposed arnendments; and

WHEREAS, $ 405.8 M of thc Kingston City Code requires zoningamendments to
be referred to the Flanning Eoard, the Flistoric Landmarks Preservation
Commission ("F{LFC"), and the Ulster County Flanning tsoard and requires the

Laws & R.ules Committee to set a public hearing prior to the final action of
adoption"

NOW, TFTEREFOREU EE XT R,ESOLVED BY T}XE COMIVION CCIUNCII,
oF THE CITY OF KXNGSTON, NEW YORK, AS FOLtr-CIWS:

SECTION tr. That the Kingston Common Council refers the affixed draft

amendments to the Flanning Eoard and asks the Flanning Eoard to provide a final

report within 45 days in accordance with $ 405"8 I\4.

SECTION 2: That the Kingston Common Council refers the draft
amendments to the F{LFC and asks the FILFC to provide a final report within 30

days in accordance with $ 405.8 M.



SECTHON 3: That the Kingston Common Councin refers the draft Kingston
Forward form-based code to the County Flanning tsoard and asks the Flanning
Board to provide a finai report within 30 days in accordanee with $ 405.8 h4.

SE,CT'ION 4: That the Kingston Common Councitr sets a public hearing datc

and a publie comment period that shall be open for no less than thirty days.

SECT'ICIN 5. That this resolution shall take effect immediately

Submitted to the Mayor this _ day Approved by the Mayor this 

- 

day

of 2025 of 2025

Elisa Tinti, City Clelk Steven T. Noble, Mayor

Adopted by Council on 2025



Gfrty of Kingstom ZanlngWor'$<fir'lg Groulp

Annemdnrent Sugge$tlan I at 2825

Add New Seetion 4A5"2n Q Ree neation Fee

A. 1. ln any development {inctuding new buitdings, substantiaI rehabilitation of existing
structures, adaptive reuse of conversion of a nonresidentiaI use to a residentiaI use, or any

cornbination of these etements) that inctudes seven or more overa[[ rentaI or

homeownership housing units, as a condition to the approvaI of the site plan, a recreation
fee payment to the City of Kingston of a sum of money in an amount to be determined and
set annuatty, by resotution of the Common Counci[, as part of the City's fee schedule Fees

imposed pursuant to this articte shatl be paid prior to final site plan approvaI and shatt be

set aside in a fund to be used exclusively for park, playground or other recreational
purposes, inc[uding acquisition of property for use as park or playgrounds.

B. Any permanentty affordabte housing unit created in comptiance with 405.19 shaLt be

exctuded from recreation fee calculations under 4A5.21 Q. For example, if a ten-unit
residentiat project inctudes one affordabte unit, that unit shatL be excluded from recreation
fee ca[culations.

Edit 405"19 Atfondahte F{oursing Ic'lcentives e 3{h"} t@ say:

a€&l€:fcf@

Any permanently affordable housing unit created in compliance with 405.19 shatt be exctuded from
recreation fee catcutations under 4A5.21 Q. For example, if a ten-unit residential project inctudes

one affordabte unit, that unit shatl be exctuded from recreation fee catcutations.

Related Action: Repeat Cllapter 347 Site Ftan Revlew - Reservation of Parktand; Fees in Lieu of
Resenvation

Pur vuoeo
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City of Kingston ZoningWorking Gnoup

Amendment 2 of Z02S - Organizationat

Add to 405"17 Signage Standands

[Tabl'e that summarizes signage types and transect atlowances. As needed, make appropriate updates to Articte 3 Transect Standards]
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Add to 405"5.8. Transect District Dirnensional. Standards Sr.lnrmary

[Add section for Accessory setbacks (rear, side)]
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e ity of Kingstor'r ZomBng Wonking Grouap

Amemdment Suggestfron 3 of 2CI25

Ed[t Seetlom 405"XG C d Off-Street Farking Standands

a--Accessibitity. Att vehicte parking lots and parking structures must conform with the AD--A

S-DA)" , and should conform to the Pubtic

Right-of-WayAccessibil'ityGuidel'ines(PROWAc).



Gity of Kirogston ZonrngWon[<Eng Group

Amemdment Suggestian 4 at 2@24

Hd it Seetion 4CI5. 6-405.9 Tna nseet Sta e'lda rds

AED to 405"2 Definttions: CONT'EXTI,!AL FgRST-FLCIOR l'{ElGi4T

Measured as the smaltest existing first fLoor height of buitdings that are on adjacent lots, that are

oriented to the same street as, and within 100' of the subject tot.

T5MS TSFtex T5N T4MS T4N-O T4N

First Floor
Height

16'min

Historic
districts: 16'

corner min,
mid-btock
contextuaI
min

14'min

Historic
districts: 14'
corner min,
mid-biock
contextual
min

12',

min
14'min

Historic districts:
14'corner min,
mid-bl.ock
contextuaI min

9'min 9'min



e frty ot Kfimgstom Zoning WonkEng Gnonap

Aamemdment SL! ggestian 5 af 2@25

Ed[t Eetlnltion of tsed & tsreaBcfast

A11 -o_wn€r:o--c__c--up-Le*d residential estabtishment where not more than five rooms are rented to

transient nonpermanent guests, on a short-term basis, s#f'or owner-operator on the premises to

check-in guests and avaiLabte for support services. At least one prepared meal is made avaitabte to

guests. See Sec 405.21.D.



e ity of Kiragston ZomingWonknng Group

Arnendment Suggestlan 6 at 2825

Fdit Sec 4CI5"21.C. !-{on'le Oce upatlon

No more than 2S150/o of the ftoor area of the principat buitding, and no more than 500 square feet of

ftoor area of an accessory buil.ding, shatt be devoted to the activity.



e rty of l(6ngston ZanfrngWon[<ing Group

AmemdnmeBlt SuggestianT at 2@26

Edit See 405"1V E Fedestnian'r-OnEented Sigm Stamdands

X " Maten[als" At[ penmament, on-premises sigms mrayberrney be eonstnLseted of a rigld,
weatherah[e rmateriaI sure &'l as wood {painted on r"latunat}; meta[ {eopper, brass,
a[umimursrr, gaLvantzed steet]; paIrnted I engraved dineetty on faqade sunface; gtass;

n-c,s-n; @r l'land plastic" Canvas n'lay be used for awnlerg n'lateria[. Viny[ may he used for
windows stgns"

[As meeded, update Antia[e 3 Tnansect Standards to Ref[eet Ed0t Made]

b" Ffrangierg Signs

=l;- iitg

Fdit Seeti@n 401V J" Temporany signs

The erection, instaltation or maintenance of temporary signs, as defined herein, is hereby
prohibited, except for the fotlowing:

1 . A temporary sign, not exceeding 15 square feet in area, which is erected by a municipat,
charitabte, potiticat or nonprofit organization is permitted for a period not to exceed 30 days.

2. A singte temporary sign, not exceeding 32 square feet in area, which announces anticipated

occupancy of a site or buiLding or identifies the contractors, architects, engineers, etc., on a

g. Window giEns

Anea {nrax}
lzsozo 

ot window area

uantity 24- per window

Descniption. A sign intended to be painted on, apptied t@, or
disptayed in, a storefroert wimdow on door area.

2. Gme-T_w-awindow signs is-ar-e penrnf;tted per shopfnon'lt

wEndcw"

3" A maximurrl of twenty-five pencent {257o} of a window cam

be uased for w[a"ldow slgns"

1



building under construction, shaltbe permitted untit a buitding is comp[eted and a
certificate of occupancy is issued.

3. Banners for speciaI announcements, such as grand openings for businesses, with a iimit of
30 days may be ptaced on the exterior of any buitding. A[[ banners must be dated. Att other
temporary signs made of cardboard, paper, canvas or simitar impermanent materiats may
not be ptaced on the exterior of any buitding.

lo, l-0-0-7.o -olt[e w-ind aw er-e-a" p rov-Lded Ih at s.ile pla n-app_ro-v-a li a s b-ee-n gr.anied--a s

aplr-tie ab-te-,,an-d.itlat tie buiLding.-s-af_ety o_ff Lcer__o*r-tlr-e_ir d_esign.ee h-a-s_€iax-tc-cllhe- buiLdtn€.a

b-url.ding-p_erm jt_thaJr-c.mainsaetiv_e-.



February 28,2425

TO: City of Kingston Common Councit

FROM: City of Kingston ZaningWorking Group

RE: Reeom'lrnesrdations to the e omrnosl Counci[ fon AB'nendmemts to t&'!e Clty of Kin8stos'r's

Form-Based eode, e hapten 405

Under Resolution 138 of 2023in which the Common Councit adopted the form-based code, the
Common CounciI also directed the creation of a Zoning Working Group to ensure that the zoning
code meets its intent and purpose and retevant sections of the City of Kingston's comprehensive
plan. Members of the group were first appointed in March 2024"

It has onty been a year and a haLf since the code was first adopted. WhiLe several dozen Minor and

Major Site Ptans have been approved under this new code, it is very ear[y on in the process. To judge

the success or failure of any one aspect of the code, we believe it is important to:

Judge results over a long period of time to see how individuatty approved site ptans have or

have not changed Kingston's built environment and mix of uses to reflect the code's intent;

To listen to feedback from multiple stakehotders and not be reactive to feedback from any

one app[icant or sector;

FinaLl.g given that the form-based code was initialty drafted over the course of two years

with extensive community input, to preserve the code's intent to "create a we[[-functioning
pubtic realm across Kingston's diverse neighborhoods" to the greatest extent possibte.

Nonethetess, now that the code has been in practice, there are a few changes that we betieve are

wel.l.- justified. The intent of these changes is exctusivety to fix minor inconsistencies with the
version of the code passed in August 2023, to better organize existing information in the code via
new summary tabtes. and to amend a few aspects that were [argety overlooked during the code
drafting process, either with the Common CounciI and the public at [arge.

We recommend the Common CounciI consider the fo[[owing zoning amendments:

[.!pdates to the Farktand Fee Fnocess

One aspect of the site ptan approvalthat the new form-based code did not change is the City's
recreation fee. Under this process, the Planning Board may require that a subdivision or site ptan

that contains residential" units inctude recreationaI areas based on a finding "that such requirement
is warranted." This process atso requires that the Planning Board consult with the Parks and

Recreation Department to assist in the "formulation" of the findings. lt is our understand_ing that the
parktand fee is an important source of capital for the maintenance of the City's park system.

However, we have found that this process (1) is confusing for appticants, (2) is not necessary given

open space requirements in the form-based code, and (3)that it unnecessarity stows the approval
process for projects that inc[ude residentiaI units.

6
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lnstead of requiring the Ptanning Board to formulate a finding of a need for parkland with input from
Parks and Recreation, n/e suggest that ati appticable site plans be required to pay a set recreation
fee. This would improve the efficiency of the approvals process and give greater ctarity to the
pl.anning appticant for how much of a fee they wou[d be responsibte for from the beginning. As per

the current practice, the recreation fee itsetf shoutd be a set fee amount and determined annuatty

via the City's fee schedute to ensure the fee amount is current. To atign incentives, we also suggest

that any pernranentty deeded affordable unit be exempt from parkland fee catcutations.

Please note that the Zoning Working Group consulted with the City's Park and Recreation

Commission on this change.

The Zoning Working Group voted in favor of recommending this change.

Off-Stneet Farking Stasrda nds

Under the code, a[[ development with four or more units does have to include at least one

accessible space, either onsite or nearby on street or common parking l.ot. However, we do not
believe this is an appropriate place for this requirement because on-street dedication of

handicapped spaces requires an action of the Common Counci[, not the Planning Board. We also
worry this wil"t lead to the development of accessible parking spaces that are not necessarity

needed for every situation. We recommend that this specific requirement be removed from the
form-based code while maintaining the comp[iance with the ADA Standards for AccessibLe Design

as mandated by the Americans with Disabitities Act.

Additionalty, we recommend that the consultant that the City wit[ be hiring this year to study parking

management throughout the city provide a recommendation of how the City couLd best meet the
need for parking citywide for Kingston's growing population, which includes accessible parking.

And, we atso suggest thatthe transportation infrastructure is studied as a who[e, respondingto the
demand for comprehensive parking and pubiic transportation solutions.

The Zoning Working Group voted in favor of recommending this change.

First Ftoor !'{eight Requirements

As a form-based code, the code has requirements for the minimum height of the first ftoor for any

new construction project in aT4 or T5 transect. For exampte, as detaited in Tabte 1, a new buil.ding

buitt in the T5 Main Street transect wou[d be required to have a first-ftoor height of 16'. Genera[[y,

the purpose of the first-floor height requirement is to ensure new buil.dings meet their surrounding
context, that there is a consistent buitding to street relationship, and that new buildings coutd be

easity adapted to changing neighborhood conditions. For exampte, a previously residentia[ buiLding

should be able to be adapted to a commercial one based on demand.

We carefutly reviewed these requirements to ensure they are achievabte and that they accuratety
reftect the context of each transect. We also reviewed case studies from other municipaLities with
form-based codes and consulted other departments. After this comprehensive review, we

recommend towering the required first ftoor height in atl transect districts except for T5 Main Street

and T5 Neigborhood (See Proposed - Tabte 1).



FinaLLy, based on feedback from the Historic Landmarks Preservation Commission, we atso

recommend introducing a contextuat requirement in att historic districts. This witt ensure that first

ftoor heights in a historic district reflect that of surrounding buitdings.

T5MS T5Ftex T5N T4MS T4N-O T4N

Existing 16' min 16'min 1z',

min
16'min 16'min 12'mi

n

Proposed 16' min

Historic
districts: 16'

corner min,
mid-btock
contextuaI
min

14'min

Historic
districts: 14'

corner min,
mid-bl,ock
contextuaI
min

12',

mln
14'min

Historic districts
14'corner min,
mid-btock
contextuaI min

9'min 9'min

Table 1 - Proposed changes to first floor height requirements

The Zoning Working Group voted in favor of recommending this change.

ChanEes to SiEfirase Standards

We recommend the folowing changes to the code's extensive sign standards

The code increased the types of uses that are attowed throughout the city. However, the

signage altowances do not currentty match the transect use tabte. This has Led to situations

where a commerciaI use might be attowed but a sign advertising a new business is not. A

comprehensive update, impl.emented through a new table in Section 4A5.17, wi[[ ensure

consistency between use and signage atlowances.

Under the signage standards, businesses have a certain transparency requirement and can

only cover a percentage of their windows with signage. A change in the "Temporary Signs"

section wou[d ctarify that temporary window coverings are atlowed if associated with space

renovations. This wou[d appty if, for examp[e, a new business is renovating a space prior to

opening.
Other smatter changes include attowing neon as a permissible signage materiat, increasing

the timit on "window signs" from one to two per window, and atlowing "hanging signs" to be

abte to swing.

e

a

e

The Zoning Working Group voted in favor of recommending this change.

Conslstenelr with f{ew York State Buildimg Code

There are two instances where the new code is not consistent with the New York State Buitding

Code: the definition of Bed & Breakfast and the definition of Home Occupation. Changes to these

definitions in our code witt ensure consistency and that planning applicants have fu[l clarify on the

City's expectations.

The Zoning Working Group voted in favor of recommending this change.



0rgasrIzationeI

The code includes setback requirements for accessory buitdings. For exampte, these would appty
to new accessory dwetling units. However, the setback requirements for accessory uses are not
summarized in one tabLe. This coutd easity be fixed by editing the existing tabte 405.5.B. and adding
setback requirements for accessory buiLdings.

The Zoning working Group voted in favor of recommending this change.

Thank you for considering these recommendations

Sincerel.y,

Ki ngston ToningWorking Group

Bartek Starodaj, City of Kingston Housing lnitiatives
Suzanne Cahitt, City of Kingston ptanning Director
Tanya Garment
ln6s Yupanqui
Rebecca Hotderness
Josh u a Stratton-Rayn er

Norah Maki (Atternate)


