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Habitat Map and Habitat Summary:
Planning Tools for the City of Kingston




Hudson River Estuary Program

Core Mission
e Ensure clean water

 Protect and restore fish, wildlife, and their
habitats

* Provide water recreation and river access
e Help communities adapt to climate change K&
« Conserve world-famous scenery
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Why are habitats and natural areas a concern
of local planning boards?
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Tools for Planning with Habitat in Mind

Customized for Kingston

SIGNIFICANT HABITATS IN SELECTED AREAS
OF THE CITY OF KINGSTON, ULSTER COUNTY, NY

Natural Areas and Wildlife in Your Community

Prepared for the City of Kin;
May 2014

Habitat
Map

lable to the New vork stats

) andits 3 shouid not be considered 2 com
n about habitats in cur ragion can be found in ife and l II I lI l lar
2 r estuary Program (Penhoilow et 21, 2006} andin

i for the Hudson River Estuary loped by Hudsonia and
hed by NYSDEC (Kiviat and Stevens 2001).

Ecosystems of the sstuary watershad—s
are not only habitat for abundant fish and wildii, but also
human communities. Thess
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http://www.kingston-ny.gov/nri

City of Kingston Habitat Map

SIGNIFICANT HABITATS IN SELECTED AREAS e Created by Hudsonia Ltd. and
OF THE CITY OF KINGSTON, ULSTER COUNTY, NY

7 community volunteers

» focused on three areas where
substantial habitat remains in the city

 habitats were identified through map
and air photo analysis, with some field
verification

 suitable for general land-use planning,
but not for detailed planning or
jurisdictional determinations
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5
City of Kingston Habitat Summary

 created by Hudson River Estuary Program staff
(L. Heady)

Natural Areas and Wildlife in Your Community E CO m pl |eS an d Su m m arlzes eXIStI n q d ata fro m
A Habita Summary Prepared o the ity f Kington NYSDEC and partners (no field verification)

* includes maps, tables, and written summary of
major ecological features, including streams,
forests, wetlands, shorelines, and other habitats
with important biological value (refers to Hudsonia
Habitat Map, as well)

o suitable for general land-use planning, but not for
detailed planning or jurisdictional -
determinations 4
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How can the habitat map and summary
be helpful for city planning?

 Information can be
Incorporated into:

v natural resources
Inventory

v’ open space plan

v’ comprehensive plan
update

zoning update

planning board

p roc ed ures Town of Rosendale
NRI, 2010

Significant Ecological Commuanities
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How can the habitat map and
summary be helpful for city
planning?

* maps and summary can indicate
which habitats and natural areas
are on or near a site

v" how does site relate to
surroundings?




How can the habitat map and
summary be helpful for city
planning?

e maps and summary can indicate
which habitats and natural areas
are on or near a site

e can help planning board ask good
guestions about potential impacts:

v' species and habitats of concern?

v large forests that can remain intact?

v wetlands present?

v' shorelines and floodplains present? etc.




How can the habitat map and
summary be helpful for city
planning?

 maps and summary can indicate

which habitats and natural areas
are on or near a site

 can help planning board ask good questions
about potential impacts

v can be reviewed in advance to determine
what to look for during site visit

v CAC can be engaged to assist with
reviewing maps and habitat information,
and going on site visits with planning board

' I\7|-aps courtesy of Hudsonia



How can the habitat map and
summary be helpful for city
planning?

 maps and summary can indicate
which habitats and natural areas
are on or near a site

 can help planning board ask good
guestions about potential impacts

e will help planning board determine if
proposal can be designed or modified
to minimize impacts to habitats

Maps courtesy of Hudsonia



Some examples from Hudson Valley municipalities:

Town of Amenia zoning law requires ISTEADOFTHS  STRIEFORTH
habitat information for site plan review. )} g R

Town of Rhinebeck uses habitat map
iInformation for “Site Resource Analysis
Assessment” for every subdivision
review.

Town of Hyde Park used habitat map
and information to designate four

., . Clustering homes hclps maintain most of the sitc in a natural
Crltlcal EnVIron mental Areas and the condition, prescrves large contiguous habitat blocl?s, reduccs

ncw road construction, and limits the arca of human disturbance.
Cluster homes whenever possible, and minimize the footprint

plan n i ng board Consu |tS their map fOr of hc.;;m:s by lhnitﬁlg the a].[c:wal;lc size of lawns. Clust;cri.ug.

h . and minimizing new road construction will reduce the carbon
ever Slte reVIeW cmissions of a projecct—both in the short term (from clearing
y . the forest for construction) and in the long term (when land-usc

dcsigns result in ongoing transportation pattcrns).

From Make Room for Wildlife, Wildlife Conservation Society Adirondack Program



Using habitat maps and data to think broadly about
conservation and land-use planning in Kingston...
 Protect larger, contiguous, natural habitat areas.

* Preserve links between habitats via broad connections.

e Maintain or restore broad buffer zones of natural vegetation.

 Direct development toward
altered or least sensitive areas.

e Consider habitats and natural
areas early in the planning process.




Thank You!

Laura Heady

Conservation and Land Use Coordinator
NYSDEC Hudson River Estuary Program
and Cornell University 64

laura.heady@dec.ny.gov
845-256-3061

Connect with us:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/NYSDEC
Twitter: twitter.com/NYSDEC

Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec
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